MIMICRY

minor miracle as far as they were concerned. It was their turn to
rejoice that they were in his distinguished company. They went
on talking gaily till the engine pulled to a stop at Secunderabad
Station.

He could draw on his imagination and display remarkable
resourcefulness which was often tested by his friends and
admirers. He always rose to their rigorous expectations. In
connection with a film festival at Abbotsbury in Madras he was
asked by "Stills" Satyam to give a demonstration haw different
actors and actresses would engage each other in conversation,
if they attended a dinner at Comedian Relangi's residence. He
gave a performance which was one of flawless perfection. No
wonder, Harindranath Chatopadhyaya used to say in fun "I have
nominated you in the council of Stellar silences out of which all
speech emerges. I have nominated you among the angels!"

Humour is the salve of sorrow. Rub it into your wounds.
Without the antiseptic protection of a little irony, we become
infected with the pus of snobbishness or self righteousness. It is
good for us sometimes to see ourselves reflected in the caricature.
The mannerisms of great actors, Teachers and pedants politicians
and public men are regular grist to the mill of his mimicry.

In connection with a film function in Bombay, he was
given a dialogue in Hindi with a request to do it in his own
manner. As he did it in an impressive manner, they gave him a
list of popular Hindi actors and asked him to imitate them. He
imitated every one of them in his inimitable manner which
provoked laughter and won admiration. He was proficient in
Hindi and Urdu. He wrote humorous skits in those languages
and entertained his audience. This kind of multilingual mastery
is seldom found in other artistes.

When he visited Calcutta, he imitated Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, the popular national leader, who was a proud
son of Bengal. The audience^ Wanted him to repeat the
performance,
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